T h ° Pollution
C t 1 C Prevention
e

Fall 2002

Pay Yourself First

The standard rulefor saving money
is“pay yoursdf first.” Advisorstdl us
that approximately 10% of each
paycheck should gointo savingseven
beforewe pay hills, buy food, or spend
money on entertainment. What works
for finances works for material and
businessprocessesaswell.

The P2 Corner

Everyone and every businessends
up withleft over materias. These materials might be
product that was purchased but is now off-spec
because of age. They might be by-products of a
process. Excess materialsmight be the solutionsthat
have been used for cleaning or other processes but
that do not actualy gointo thefinished product. Some
of thesematerid sarehazardous; nearly dl areunsightly
or create nuisances.

Therearetwo timeswhen businessestraditionally
make decisionsabout these materials. Onedecisionis
how and whereto store them. The second iswhen it
comestimeto dispose of them.

Storage requiresthat the materialsbe kept dry and
safe. The storage site should have sometype of fire
suppressing capability. It also needs to contain the
material safely in case of aleak or an accident. The
more hazardousthe materid, themorecostisinvolved
inmaking the storage Site secureand safefor thehealth
and safety of your workers. In many cases, materias
must be segregated from each other to prevent chemical
reactions caused by mixing them.

Disposal can involve costs of permits, special
packaging and containment, and specid trangportation.
Businessesoften haveto recelve permitsto dispose of
thematerials. Thebest choicemight beto contract with
ahazardous waste disposal businessto remove and
handlethewaste. TheLincolnlandfill hasbanned many
hazardous materialsand other types of solid wastes.
Therefore, themateria often hasto betransported to
aspecid facility, addingtothe costs.

Thecogsinmoney andtimeandtraininginvolvedin
storing and disposing of hazardous materialsdo not
includethe costsof purchasing thematerias. Whileit
cannot be said that purchasing hazardous materials
always cost more than less hazardous and toxic
materials, however, many timesthey do. Certainly
purchasing lesshazardous and toxic materia sreduces
many costsand risks.

When owners buy,
use, and store less
hazardous and toxic
materials, they pay
themsdlvesfirst. That's
wise savings, and it’'s
good business.
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Visual Pollution

Thereisahidden sideto pollution: thevisua. When
your customersor potential customersvisit or drive
past your businesswhat they see determineshow they
seeyour business. If they see55-gallon drumsof waste
or litter, they will assumeyour busnessiswasteful. They
will assumeyou do not care
about the beauty or the
safety of your community.

Ontheother hand, if they
see no waste or see that
your business|ooksclean
and neat, they will assume
you care. They will know
you are concerned about
safety. They will know that
you are interested in making your business more
attractiveand that you are dedicated to protecting land
values: your ownandtheirs.
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Business for Environmental Leadership

Businessfor Environmental Leadership (BEL) isa
volunteer program made up of businessesinLincoln
and Lancaster County that have made acommitment
to protecting and preserving theenvironment for future
generations. Thisprogram stressesa* business-to-
business’ mentoring approach that integratespol lution
prevention and energy resource conservation. Here
arequotesfrom current membersabout theimportance
of becomingaBEL member.

It savery pogtivequdity programdesigned for smdl
businessto educate and provide technical assistance
inorder to comply with our environmental regulations.

Seve Hatten, Paragon

| believein the organization or | would not belong.
BEL is helpful to the community and creates
environmental awareness without pressure of a
regulatory body. Mindsarelikeaparachute, they only
function when they areopen.

JW Ennis, Bio Environmental Engineering

| liketomaintainarelationshipwith BEL becauseit
is mutually beneficial and | like to be part of the
environmental community.

Chris Boe, Husker Concrete

E. J. ScHUMAKER, GRANT COORDINATOR

BEL got memotivated to do morerecycling and be
moreaware of environmentd ideaswith educationon
what changesto make. There has been cost saving
Ideas presented through thisprogram.

Jerry Placzek, Wiliamson Body Shop

| like BEL because it has raised awareness to
pollutionissues. Wearefocused on environmental
responsibilities. BEL hashel ped usto become more
aware.

Seve Rohman, Uniservice Inc.

Themainreason| got involved wasto stay aware of
community issuesand BEL hasadlowed ustofinetune
our environmenta policies.

Craig Sparks, Custom Auto Care

Thisisan educational processfor al busnesses.
Ken Westerhold, K-West Construction

BEL will have anew member orientation on Nov.
14, 2002. If youwould likemoreinformationcall E. J.
Schumaker (402) 441-8036 or at (402) 464-5434.
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You Are

It canfeel lonely intheregulatory forest. Therules
often are confusing and don’t always seem to make
sense. Sometimes, it seemsthat new lawsaregrowing
up likeweeds.

TheLincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
can help business owners, especially small business
owners, understand and comply with environmental
regulations. Free, confidential adviceisavailableby
calling (402) 441-8040.

TheNebraskaDepartment of Environmental Quaity
(NDEQ) offerspollution prevention (P2) ass stancefor
any businessin Nebraska. Call (402) 471-7784 or
(402) 471-8697.

Not Alone

TheUnited StatesEnvironmenta Protection Agency
(USEPA) runsaSmall BusinessOmbudsman program.
Thisprogram isdesigned to meet the needs of small
businessesthat function under theguiddinesof federd
regulations. Call (800) 368-5888.

Nebraskaisin EPA Region 7. The headquartersare
in Kansas City, MO. You can contact Region 7 EPA
by calling (913) 551-7768 or (913) 551-7304.

These agenciescan guideyou throughtheregulatory
woods. You are not alone.
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Clear Skies Legislation

M obiFiED FROM THE USEPA PRESS RELEASE OF JuLy 29, 2002

roomsvisitsper year and 13.5million
fewer days when Americans suffer
from minor respiratory symptoms,
including days out of work, missed
classroom days, restricted activity

The Bush Administration sent
legidationto Congresstoimplement
the President’sClear Skiesinitiative,
an aggressive plan to cut power
plant pollution by 70 percent and

protect public health. The daysand dayswith asthmaattacks.
legidationwasintroduced Senator (Under andternaiveesimate, Clear
Bob Smithandwasintroduced July Skieswould deliver $11 billionin
26 by Congressmen Tauzin and Barton. benefits, including 7,000 avoided premature deaths

annualy in2020.)
“ Americahasmade significant progressover thelast

30 yearsin our quest for cleaner air . . . Now isthe NO, and SO, contribute to premature deaths and
timeto put thoselessonsto use,” said President Bush. seriousrespiratory illnessesdueto thefine particles

“Building upon the success of our most effective clean and ground-level ozone (urban smog) that they creste.
air program, we have crafted anew Clean Air Act for They dso causeacid ranand nitrogen deposition, which
the 21st century—onethat will do moreto clean up kills fish and damages forests. Mercury can have
emissionsfrom power plantsthan ever before.” neurol ogicd effectson humansindudingimpaired motor
and cognitive skills, particularly in young children.
On Feb. 14 of thisyear President Bush announced Mercury isal so suspected to cause cardiac, respiratory
the Clear Skiesinitiative, which setsstrict, mandatory andimmune systemimpairment. Humansare affected
emissions caps for three of the most harmful air primarily by eating contaminated fish.
pollutants—sulfur dioxide (SO,), nitrogenoxides
(NO,), and mercury. Clear Skieswill cut power plant Clear Skiesismodeled on America’'smost effective
emissionsof these pollutantsby 70 percent, iminating cleanair program, the 1990 CleanAir Act'sacidrain
35 million moretons of these pollutantsin the next program. By using this proven, market-based
decadethanthe current Clean Air Act (CAA). approach, Clear Skieswill dramatically reduce air
pollution from power plants quickly and cost-
Analytical datagenerated by state-of-the-art EPA  effectively, keeping electricity prices affordable.
computer modeling showsthat nationwidereductions Because of the nature of "' cap-and-trade" programs,
of thesethreeharmful pollutantswill havestrikingresults: establishing a cap in 2010 will cause emissions
Every part of thecountry wherepower plantscontribute  reductionsimmediately, ascompaniesact quickly to
significantly toar pollution, most notebly, theNortheest,  generate credits needed to meet the 2010 cap. Under
Southeast, and Midwest, would seevastimprovements  the Acid Rain Program, emissions reductions began
inarquality. immediately, and exceeded the required level of

reductionsb roximately 25 percent.
Clear Skieswould dramatically reduce emissionsof Y P yeops

the pollutants that cause smog, acid rain, haze, and Clear Skieswill enhance American energy security
mercury and nitrogen deposition. by enabling the continued use of diverse fuelsin
In2020, Clear Skieswould deliver generating electric power. Clear Skieswill ensurethat
$96 hillion per year in heath and environmental goalsare achieved and sustained over
visibility benefits, including thelong term, even whileenergy useincreases.

preventing 12,000 premature
deaths. Additiona hedlth benefits
in 2020 will include 10,500 fewer
hospitalizations or emergency

Additional information about Clear Skiesand region-specific
information about air quality and health benefits, can befound
on EPA'sweb site: www.epa.gov/clearskies
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Talk & Tour at UNL

WasteCgp of Lincoln, withfunding fromtheNebraska
Department of Environmental Quality (NDEQ), is
hosting their first Talk & Tour at UNL's Memoria
Stadium on Thursday, September 19, 2002, from 8:30
to11:30am.

Thefirst of two grant-funded Talk & Tourswill focus
ontherecyding program and environmentd purchasing
efforts at the University of Nebraska’'s Memorial
Stadium. Thehalf-day event will includeatour of the
stadium and a presentation by Dale Ekart, UNL
Recycling & Solid Waste Resource Manager. Thisisa
great learning opportunity for golf coursedesigners,
athleticfield planners, building owners, landscape/turf
professionals, recycling professionals, and special
eventsplanners. They can network andlearnfromeach
other how toimplement asuccessful recycling program
for large groups of people and how to manage large
streamsof recyclables. Highlighted areasincludethe

CARRIE HAKENKAMP, DIRECTOR, WASTECAP OF L INCOLN

crumb rubber playing surfaces, recycled plastic seating,
and video footage of work done on the stadium after
gamedays.

Thecost of the Tak & Tour is$5for NICE members
and $10 for nonmembers. Itisfreeto dl WasteCap of
Lincoln members. Spaceisnot limited, however early
registration isadvised. For moreinformation, please
contact Carrie Hakenkamp, Director of WasteCap of
Lincoln, at (402) 472-0888 or visit our website at
www.wastecaplnk.org.
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Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department
3140 “N” Street
Lincoln, NE 68510-1514

http://www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/city/health/environ/pollu/

Bruce Dart, MS .................. Health Director
Phil Rooney, Ph.D. ........... Editor/Layout

Please circulate thisissue among your staff and coworkers.

The Ethicis published quarterly by the Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department and is distributed to
Special Waste Permit holders and other businesses in Lincoln and Lancaster County.

For more information or for P2 technical assistance, call 441-8040.
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